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The Safety Center is proud to be collaborating with the West
Region Transportation Workforce Center (WRTWC) on
several upcoming ventures to help improve the reach of
transportation safety training and experience.
 
Due to this new partnership, you will see several of our
articles this month highlighting the WRTWC. One in particular
I'd like to call you attention to is the WRTWC's request for
your help in assessing the impact of transportation
technologies on the transportation safety workforce. This
quick self assessment will only take 5 minutes. To find out
more, click here.
 
I'd also like to announce that the WRTWC has updated,
digitized and made searchable, the compendium of
transportation safety trainings that the Safety Center created
during their first year of operations. These trainings can be
found by visiting the WFDC's "Experiential Learning and
Career Development Programs Compendium". Once there,
enter a search for "Safety" under "Transportation Mode." This
will allow you to refine your search by Profession/Career
focus. For example, you can search for safety training (mode)
and Highway Road Construction and Maintenance
(Profession/Career focus) to find trainings in those areas; or
you could search for safety (mode) and Engineering, Design,
Operations (Profession/Career focus) to find trainings
focused in that area. There is also an option to "Add
Programs," so please feel free to enter in additional safety
trainings that you notice are currently missing from the
database. 

Sincerely,

 

Steve Albert
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Safety Center Update

Stakeholder Spotlight: Jennifer Marandino 

In this issue, the Safety Center is happy to
introduce you to one of our team members from the
east coast, Jennifer Marandino. Jennifer is the
Executive Director of the South Jersey
Transportation Planning Organization (SJTPO).

Mrs. Marandino began with SJTPO in March of
2011, previously serving as Team Leader of Capital
Programming and Safety, where she managed the
regions Local Safety Program as well as the $10
million Local Leads Program. Prior to her working
at SJTPO, Mrs. Marandino worked in the traffic and
transportation engineering field for 10 years. She
has a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering from
The Pennsylvania State University and Master of
Science in Transportation from New Jersey Institute
of Technology. She is a member of International Transportation Engineers (ITE) and is a
registered Professional Engineer in the State of New Jersey.

To continue reading, click here.

Return to Top

The Safety Center Out and About 

2017 Northeast Transportation Safety Conference

The Safety Center headed to Cromwell, CT on October 24-25 to encourage cities, counties
and other local agencies to develop local road safety plans as one strategy to reduce traffic
deaths and injuries, at the 2017 Northeast Transportation Safety Conference. This
innovative conference brought together engineering, education and highway safety
specialists from all over the Northeast to focus on a common goal: the reduction of fatalities
and injuries on our roadways. The conference's theme Road Safety Matters - Tech, Trends,
and Tomorrow provided three tracks for its participants to explore the latest advancements
in technology, the changing trends in crashes, and the effect that these will have on
highway safety in the future.

Danena Gaines with Cambridge Systematics, a Safety Center team member, participated
in the conference on the Safety Center's behalf and shared with participants in the A Few
Good Safety Practices session the process to develop local road safety plans and tools and
resources offered by the Safety Center to assist local agencies as they look to identify
areas of emphasis and safety improvement countermeasures to make their transportation
network safer for all users. The presentation addressed the benefits of developing a local
road safety plan, the process to develop a plan and how local road safety plans connect to
the Highway Safety Improvement Program and Highway Safety Plan.

The topic was especially timely due to the Federal Highway Administration's (FHWA) recent
announcement of the updated FHWA Proven Safety Countermeasures list. Local Road
Safety Plans were added to the list of countermeasures in September 2017. Transportation
agencies are strongly encouraged to consider these research-proven safety
countermeasures. FHWA believes widespread implementation of the Proven Safety
Countermeasures can serve to accelerate the achievement of local, state, and national
safety goals. More information on the Safety Center's training opportunities is available
here.

mailto:info@ruralsafetycenter.org
https://ruralsafetycenter.org/resources/safety-career-pathways-spotlight/
https://ruralsafetycenter.org/training-education/safety-center-trainings/in-person-trainings/


Return to Top

Safety Center Releases New Resources! 

The Safety Center is proud to announce the release of three new resources:

State Rural Safety Fact Sheets,
Development Materials for a Local Maintenance Personnel Rural Road Safety
Recognition Program, 
Assessing the Operational and Cultural Environment of the Roadway Safety
Workforce: State DOT Focus, and
Part 2: Road Safety Audits: What they are and how to get started.

For more information about these three resources, please see the "Hot off the Press
Section" of this newsletter. 
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Effectively Communicating Safety with Elected Officials 

 
Rural road safety practitioners often have close relationships with elected officials. They
see these individuals at the grocery store or a local soccer match. While it may not always
be appropriate to talk about transportation safety in informal situations, there are other
ways to interact with elected officials at events where transportation policies, procedures
and decisions are discussed.

The Safety Center recently developed a new workshop, Effectively Communicating Safety
with Elected Officials, to help local road engineers, planners and public works practitioners,
and others who work in rural road safety utilize opportunities where they interact with
elected officials. This includes hearings, community information sessions, town hall
meetings, and one-on-one meetings to explain and educate on transportation safety issues
and solutions. These events are a good opportunity for local road engineers, planners and
public works practitioners to explain transportation safety issues and potential solutions to
individuals who often make the final decision on transportation safety priorities and funding.
The workshop was piloted at the National Local Technical Assistance Program Association
Conference in July of 2017.

Because transportation safety issues can be contentious, it is important that elected
officials understand the importance and safety benefits of a proposed improvement or
change. That information comes from the road safety practitioner who must be prepared to
meet the challenge of communicating often technical information to a non-technical
audience. 

For more information on the workshop, contact the Safety Center at
info@ruralsafetycenter.org .
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Safety Center Blog

Everyone is a Pedestrian

https://ruralsafetycenter.org/resources/fact-sheets/
https://ruralsafetycenter.org/resources/list/development-materials-for-a-local-maintenance-personnel-rural-road-safety-recognition-program/
https://ruralsafetycenter.org/resources/list/assessing-the-operational-and-cultural-environment-of-the-roadway-safety-workforce/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LH8ojQIIYWw&feature=youtu.be
mailto:info@ruralsafetycenter.org


October was Pedestrian Safety Awareness Month, a time to consider that every single one
of us is a pedestrian. Even though we're all pedestrians, it does not make this mode of
transportation a safe guarantee. About two pedestrians lose their lives every hour!

Read the Safety Center October Blog Post to learn more about available resources to
encourage pedestrian safety in your community. 
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Safety Culture

Safety Organization Spotlight: Road to Zero Coalition 

The Road to Zero (RTZ) goal is safe mobility for all
people and will work to develop priorities; take action
individually and collaboratively; and encourage partners
and stakeholders to take action to meet the goal of
eliminating traffic fatalities by 2050.

The National Safety Council (NSC) leads the initiative
as a partnership with the U.S. Department of
Transportation, including the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), the
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration (FMCSA). In addition, there is a steering group comprised of 16
organizations that that serves as the leadership of RTZ.

To read more about the Road to Zero Coalition, click here.
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The Road to Zero Grant Program 

The Road to Zero Coalition's 2018
Safe System Innovation Grants cycle
is now open until the end of January.
Grants will be awarded in the spring.
We are eager to advance the
deployment of our Proven Safety
Countermeasures, targeting local and
rural roads through this grant
program. State DOTs, local and
municipal transportation agencies and
others are eligible to apply.
 
Click here for the 2018 grants applications.

The focus of the Road to Zero Grant Program is to support the implementation of
innovative evidence-based highway safety countermeasures.  

Proposals shall cite the evidence of effectiveness of the selected countermeasure
and describe the innovative implementation approach.
Proposed projects that link behavioral, roadway and/or vehicle elements will be
given special consideration (e.g., incorporating roadway or vehicle strategies to
change safety behaviors).

https://ruralsafetycenter.org/uncategorized/2017/everyone-is-a-pedestrian/
http://www.nsc.org/learn/NSC-Initiatives/Pages/The-Road-to-Zero.aspx
https://ruralsafetycenter.org/resources/safety-organization-spotlight/
https://nsc.submittable.com/submit/4062ea92-cdca-4072-a5ff-5b74a0734c4f/2018-road-to-zero-safe-system-innovation-grants?utm_campaign=GOV%2012830&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=59351080&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9K3CXEJHsNYT3Wugrr4zV9S5UjIZuR6CKOfB058rph7BgGIru0vSB2qEkiId_louQ3xAeiwXtn7lm6bGznhppAu-McRQ&_hsmi=59351080


Proposed projects shall have measurable objectives and generalizable results. 
Projects shall demonstrate innovative approaches that could be replicated in other
locations.
There is no limit on the number of grant proposals an organization can submit.   
Proposals from past awarded Road to Zero grants are eligible acceptable but they
must include new elements to be considered. For example, an additional innovation
to the project is eligible but a continuation of the past project is not eligible to be
considered for funding.

Eligibility

Applicants must be a Road to Zero Coalition Member. (There is no charge for
membership).
Applicant must be a non-profit organization such as a 501(c)(3), 501(c)(4) or 501(c)
(6).
State, local and municipal Governments Governors' safety offices, state and local
departments of transportation, universities, law enforcement, public health, etc. are
eligible to apply.

Proposed programs must operate within the United States.
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Safety Organization Spotlight: West Region Transportation Workforce
Center 

The  West Region Transportation Workforce Center
 (WRTWC) was established by the Federal Highway
Administration to bring together transportation
organizations, workforce advocates, and educational
institutions to develop partnerships that apply
knowledge, experience, and resources to strategically
build a strong transportation workforce for the future.
The WRTWC, housed at the  Western Transportation Institute  at Montana State University,
serves a ten-state Western region: Nebraska, South Dakota, North Dakota, Montana,
Wyoming, Idaho, Washington, Oregon, Alaska, and Hawaii. The West Region Center is one
of five regional workforce centers that make up the  National Network for the Transportation
Workforce . 

To read more about the WRTWC, click here.
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Road User

Tribal Technical Assistance Center Contract Awarded by FHWA 

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)
Center for Local Aid Support (CLAS) has changed
the model for the delivery of the Tribal Technical
Assistance Program (TTAP). The former seven
TTAP centers serving all tribes have been
eliminated and replaced with a single National
Tribal Technical Assistance Program which will
operate five virtual centers focused on specific
subject matter areas, a tribal Road Scholar
program, and several Safety Circuit Rider/Injury
Prevention programs.

FHWA has awarded a two-year pilot program to the University of Virginia Transportation
Training Academy to serve as the host center for the national TTAP program. The pilot
seeks to centralize the coordination of training and technical assistance requests for the
tribal community.

http://www.nsc.org/learn/NSC-Initiatives/Pages/Join-the-Road-to-Zero-Coalition.aspx
http://wrtwc.org/
http://www.westerntransportationinstitute.org/
http://nntw.org/
https://ruralsafetycenter.org/resources/safety-organization-spotlight/


The contact for the new program is Beth O'Donnell at: (434) 924-6362/ elo2V@virginia.edu
; or reach out to Victoria Peters, Director of the Center for Local Aid Services at: 
CLAS@dot.gov. 
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Safety Belt Usage Among Commercial Truck and Bus Drivers Rises to
New National Levels

The U.S. Department of Transportation's Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration (FMCSA) recently issued a press release announcing that
safety belt usage by commercial truck and bus drivers rose to a new
record level of 86 percent in 2016. To read the full release, click here . 
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SaferRide App can help Reduce Drunk Driving 

 
Every holiday season, hundreds of lives are lost due to drunk drivers. Help reduce the toll
of drunk driving by never drinking and driving, planning a safe ride with a designating a
sober driver, or by using the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration's SaferRide app
to call a taxi or a friend to be picked up. The app is available for Android devices on Google
Play, and Apple devices on the iTunes store. Click here to read more. 

mailto:elo2V@virginia.edu
mailto:CLAS@dot.gov
https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/newsroom/safety-belt-usage-among-commercial-truck-and-bus-drivers-rises-new-national-levels
https://www.transportation.gov/www.transportation.gov/TransportationTuesday/holiday-drunk-driving-facts
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Engineering

Every Day Counts Round 5 Call for Innovations Open 
Source: FHWA

The Federal Highway Administration is seeking information from State, local, and industry
partners and the public on proven processes or technologies that have the potential to
provide efficiencies. Specifically, the FHWA is interested in innovations and in processes,
which have the potential to transform the way the highway transportation community does
business by enhancing roadway safety, shortening project delivery time, reducing traffic
congestion, and/or improving environmental sustainability. The information may assist
FHWA identify proven, market-ready innovations for potential deployment through the fifth
round of EDC (EDC-5) in 2019-2020.

To continue reading, click here. 
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Assessing the Impact of Transformational Technologies on the
Transportation Safety Workforce 

The West Region Transportation Workforce
Center (WRTWC)  at Montana State University is
collecting feedback on how transformational
technologies are expected to impact the skills
required by transportation safety professionals. The
Center is requesting your input to help better
understand this important topic from the practitioner point of view. Please take a few
moments to complete this brief self assessment. It should take no longer than 5 minutes to
complete.To take this self assessment, click here. 
          
The WRTWC is collecting this data to inform its National Transportation Safety Career
Pathways Initiative  as well as a workshop that will be held on the topic during the 2018
Transportation Research Board (TRB) annual meeting. In addition to completing the self
assessment, if you are attending the TRB Annual Meeting, please consider joining the
NNTW for this interactive session.
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Upcoming Trainings and Events

Upcoming Safety Center Webinars

January 2018 - Pedestrian Treatments for Uncontrolled Locations
Date: January 18, 2018
Time: 11:00 AM to 12:30 PM Mountain/1:00 PM to 2:30 PM Eastern

In this webinar, the Illinois Department of Transportation and Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville will be describing their newly released report " Establishing Procedures and
Guidelines for Pedestrian Treatments at Uncontrolled Locations " and how this relates to
rural and local audiences. 

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/innovation/everydaycounts/edc_5/
http://wrtwc.org/
https://montana.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6SxoG5e6vhFkXWd
http://wrtwc.org/center-initiatives/safety-career-pathways-initiative/
https://apps.ict.illinois.edu/projects/getfile.asp?id=5292
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Call for Presentations - 2018 National Transportation in Indian Country
Conference

 
The National Transportation in Indian Country Planning Committee is seeking dynamic,
engaging, and knowledgeable presenters for the 2018 National Transportation in Indian
Country Conference (NTICC) that will be held September 17 - 20. 2018 at the Duluth
Entertainment Convention Center in Duluth, Minnesota. The NTICC Planning Committee is
accepting applications for conference presentations now through March 1, 2018. If you
have a presentation you would like to share at this year's conference, please review the
information here . 
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What's Hot Off the Press?      

State Rural Safety Fact Sheets 

Would you like for the Safety Center to prepare a
rural safety fact sheet specific to your state? Our
center will prepare a brief two-page fact sheet
summarizing fatalities on rural roadways, fatalities
by vehicle miles traveled, contributing factors, and
other key factors such as time of day and day of
the week. The fact sheets are a great way to
engage state and local safety partners and decision
makers in a conversation about rural safety
challenges. Contact the Safety Center via
info@ruralsafetycenter.org or via (844)-330-2200
for more information or to request your state's
factsheet. To see examples already created for
Alabama and Missouri click here . 
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Development Materials for a Local Maintenance Personnel Rural Road
Safety Recognition Program Released 

A report by the Safety Center hopes to help increase the transportation safety knowledge
and encourage a greater safety culture of our local agency maintenance personnel. Titled
"Development Materials for a Local Maintenance Personnel Rural Road Safety Recognition
Program" , it addresses the need to have a curriculum to help train rural road maintenance
personnel.

The report, which is targeted at those who may be interested in developing a safety
recognition for maintenance personnel, highlights current work that has been done relating
to roadway safety core competencies and curriculum. It then identifies potential learning
outcomes and curriculum subjects for a rural road safety recognition for local maintenance
personnel. Available resources, if any, for courses in these subject areas are also noted

https://www.nticc.org/call-for-presentation
mailto:info@ruralsafetycenter.org
https://ruralsafetycenter.org/resources/fact-sheets/
https://ruralsafetycenter.org/resources/safety-center-publications/


and gaps that need to be filled are listed. Finally it suggests a basic structure for how a
program may be structured. 
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Safety Center Releases Phase 1 Research Report 

The Safety Center has released their Phase 1 Research Report entitled: Assessing the
Operational and Cultural Environment of the Roadway Safety Workforce: State DOT Focus.
This research was undertaken to understand the cultural and operational factors within
traffic safety organizations that predict utilization of (effective) resources and tools for
workforce training and education.
 
This report was also the focus of the Safety Center's January 2017 webinar and the
archived version of that webinar can be found here.
 
The Safety Center is currently undertaking Phase 2 (Local and Tribal Focus) of this
research project, to learn more, click here. 
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Part 2 of the Tribal Road Safety Audit Videos Has Been Released! 

The Safety Center is excited to announce the release of the second video in their Tribal
Road Safety Audit Series Entitled Road Safety Audits: What they are and how to get
started. Add this valuable tool to your road safety toolbox and share it with your colleagues!
To watch the video, click here.
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Guide for State DOT Safety Data Business Planning

The Guide for State DOT Safety Data Business Planning otherwise
referred to as "the Guide" is now available from the Federal Highway
Administration. The Guide focuses on safety data systems, which
include crash, roadway, traffic, and railway-highway grade crossing data.
A Safety Data Business Plan provides a roadmap for States to improve
their safety data management and governance practices. These
improvements provide better quality safety data to support safety
decision-making and improved outcomes. The Guide can be
downloaded here .
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NHTSA 2016 Fatal Traffic Crash Data

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration has
released the 2016 Fatal Traffic Crash Data.  Click here to view
the 2016 Fatal Motor Vehicle Crashed Overview.
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Roadway Safety Foundation 2017 Noteworthy Practices Guide

The nine winning projects recognized in 2017 by the National Roadway Safety Awards
Program have been collated into a resource guide that can be viewed here . 
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https://ruralsafetycenter.org/resources/list/results-of-the-safety-centers-research-project-assessing-the-operational-and-cultural-environment-of-the-transportation-workforce/
https://ruralsafetycenter.org/research/safety-center-research/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LH8ojQIIYWw&feature=youtu.be
https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/rsdp/downloads/fhwasa17047.pdf
https://crashstats.nhtsa.dot.gov/Api/Public/ViewPublication/812456
https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/roadwaysafetyawards/2017/


Safety Evaluation of Edge Line Rumble Strips (ELRSs) on Rural, Two-
Lane Horizontal Curves

FHWA has released a report that evaluates the application of edge line rumple strips
(ELRSs) on rural, two-lane horizontal curves. ELRSs were created in order to reduce the
frequency of run-off-road crashes and nighttime crashes by alerting drivers that they are
about to leave the lane and by enhancing visibility of the edge line. Download the PDF here
. 
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Expanding the Adoption of Blowing and Drifting Snow Control
Treatments on Private Lands

 
The Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) has released a  report that designs
and evaluates an outreach program for the implementation of snow fences across MnDOT
districts. This report builds upon previous MnDOT research that addresses blowing snow
control treatments, including the use of standing corn rows, living snow fences, structural
snow fences, and/or strategically placed bales on private lands.
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Evaluation of Roadway Subsurface Drainage on Rural Routes

The Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) has released a report
that identifies current practices of drainage installation on rural routes
and evaluates cost effective options for drainage. Excess moisture can
cause stripping, raveling, debonding, and rutting in flexible pavement,
and therefore providing drainage may help mitigate the premature
failures ODOT is seeing on rural routes. Drainage is also a safety
concern affecting roadway conditions. 
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Public Transit's Impact on Rural and Small Towns
 

The American Public Transit Association (APTA) has released a report
that examines current trends in public transit in rural communities and
small towns. This report also assesses rural public transit's cost
efficiency and describes successful examples of smaller community
public transit programs. 

Return to Top

Contributing Authors

Danena Gaines, Cambridge Systematics
Susan Gallagher, West Region Transportation Workforce Center
Janet Leli,  Rutgers' Center for Advanced Infrastructure and Transportation
Omid Sarmid, Rutgers' Center for Advanced Infrastructure and Transportation
Jaime Sullivan, Western Transportation Institute
Karalyn Clouser, Western Transportation Institute

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/publications/research/safety/17068/17068.pdf
http://dot.state.mn.us/research/reports/2017/201742.pdf
http://cdm16007.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/ref/collection/p267401ccp2/id/15728
http://www.apta.com/resources/reportsandpublications/Documents/APTA-Rural-Transit-2017.pdf



